
 

 

OFFICIAL NOTICE  

REQUEST FOR QUALIFICATION PROPOSALS Barry County Michigan Board of Commissioners:  

On March 11, 2021, the American Rescue Plan Act was signed into law, and established the Coronavirus 
State Fiscal Recovery Fund and Coronavirus Local Fiscal Recovery Funds, which together make up the 
Coronavirus State and Local Fiscal Recovery Funds ("SLFRF") program. This program is intended to provide 
support to State, territorial, local, and Tribal governments in responding to the economic and public health 
impacts of COVID-19 and in their efforts to contain impacts on their communities, residents, and businesses. 

The Barry County Commission is seeking proposals from qualified local units of government, County 
Departments and/or Nonprofit Organizations in Barry County to help inform its planning regarding use of the 
funding being received by the County through the American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA).  The County will be 
considering the possibility for assistance with projects that have the potential to be transformative in nature and 
that may have impacts across municipal boundaries. 

Formal proposals, One (1) electronic copy via email will be received until 12:00 PM, Friday, 09/17/2021 by 
County of Barry.  Please send to LDennison@barrycounty.org, Subject:  ARPA Proposal. 

Submittals received will be forwarded to an internal selection team for review to determine a shortlist 
of projects to proceed to the Barry County Commissioners for consideration of a grant award for 
projects that: 

1. Demonstrate a critical, identified need in the community; 

2. Demonstrate a long-term investment in the community; 

3. Demonstrate an impact that extends beyond the boards of the local unit, and 

4. Demonstrate a funding need that is beyond the ability of the local unit to fund solely 
through its allocation of ARPA funds as well as other resources 

 

All projects will also need to adhere to guidelines governing the use of ARPA funds 

which include: 

1. Support public health expenditures, by funding COVID-19 mitigation efforts, medical expenses, 
behavioral healthcare, and certain public health and safety staff;  

2. Address negative economic impacts caused by the public health emergency, including 
economic harms to workers, households, small businesses, impacted industries, and the 
public sector;  

3. Replace lost public sector revenue, using this funding to provide government services to the 
extent of the reduction in revenue experienced due to the pandemic;  

4. Provide premium pay for essential workers, offering additional support to those who have 
borne and will bear the greatest health risks because of their service in critical infrastructure 
sectors; and,  
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5. Invest in water, sewer, and broadband infrastructure, making necessary investments to 
improve access to clean drinking water, support vital wastewater and stormwater 
infrastructure, and to expand access to broadband internet.  

 
Ineligible Uses: 

• States and territories may not use this funding to directly or indirectly offset a reduction in net 

tax revenue due to a change in law from March 3, 2021 through the last day of the fiscal year 

in which the funds provided have been spent. The American Rescue Plan ensures that funds 

needed to provide vital services and support public employees, small businesses, and 

families struggling to make it through the pandemic are not used to fund reductions in net tax 

revenue. Treasury’s Interim Final Rule implements this requirement. If a state or territory cuts 

taxes, they must demonstrate how they paid for the tax cuts from sources other than 

Coronavirus State Fiscal Recovery Funds—by enacting policies to raise other sources of 

revenue, by cutting spending, or through higher revenue due to economic growth. If the funds 

provided have been used to offset tax cuts, the amount used for this purpose must be paid 

back to the Treasury. 

• No recipient may use this funding to make a deposit to a pension fund. Treasury’s Interim 

Final Rule defines a “deposit” as an extraordinary contribution to a pension fund for the 

purpose of reducing an accrued, unfunded liability. While pension deposits are prohibited, 

recipients may use funds for routine payroll contributions for employees whose wages and 

salaries are an eligible use of funds. 

 

Treasury’s Interim Final Rule identifies several other ineligible uses, including funding debt service, 

legal settlements or judgments, and deposits to rainy day funds or financial reserves. Further, 

general infrastructure spending is not covered as an eligible use outside of water, sewer, and 

broadband investments or above the amount allocated under the revenue loss provision. While the 

program offers broad flexibility to recipients to address local conditions, these restrictions will help 

ensure that funds are used to augment existing activities and address pressing needs. 

 

  



 

 

BARRY COUNTY MICHIGAN ARPA ASSISTANCE APPLICATION 

All responses from Prairieville Township are bolded. 

 

ORGANIZATION INFORMATION 

Organization: Prairieville Township Board 

Location: 10115 S. Norris Road; Delton, MI 49046 

Primary Contact Jim Stoneburner, Supervisor; JStoneburner@Prairievilletwp-mi.org 

 Signatory Contact Jim Stoneburner, Supervisor 
If any contact information has changed, email us at lnfo@BARRYCF.ORG 

 

NARRATIVE  

Project Title: Watson Drain District Assessment  

 

Amount Requested: $368,433.00 which will be matched by $368,433.00 from Federal ARPA
  

Project Start Date: 2018             Project End Date: April 1, 2022 (90% completed) 
 

1. Executive Summary 

The Watson Drain District has been a serious health issue for a part of our Prairieville Township 

residents.  People had to leave their homes as there was flooding and inadequate drainage.  The 

project is scheduled to be 90% completed by April 1, 2022.  

The township received an assessment of $799,049.27 to pay for their portion of the Watson Drain 

District.  We were expecting an assessment but not as large as this is. This substantial amount is 

almost 2 years of our total township expenditures.  We do have the option to spread this amount 

over 20 years.  If we choose to do that, the annual cost would be over $55,000.00. To pay this, 

current services would have to be cut for all people and any additional services could not be 

added.  By receiving this money, the first key outcome goal is to address Emergency Medical 

Services for the entire township. 

It is for this reason that we are requesting our funding be used to help pay for the Watson Drain 

District assessment for Prairieville Township. It is a critical need that is being addressed and needs 

to be paid for. It provides a long-term investment, the project extends beyond just Prairieville, and 

the funding need is beyond the ability of the township to pay.  Receiving this money will affect 

every resident in Prairieville Township for the better. 

Provide a high-level overview of the jurisdiction's proposed use of funding including, but 

not limited to: the jurisdiction's plan for use of funds to promote a response to the pandemic 

and economic recovery, with key outcome goals. 

2. Purpose of Grant 

The purpose of this proposal is to aid all Prairieville Township residents by receiving funds to help 

pay for the Watson Drain District.    

Describe in further detail your jurisdiction's intended uses of the funds, such as how your 

jurisdiction's approach would help support a strong and equitable recovery from the 

COVID-19 pandemic and economic downturn. Describe any strategies employed to 

maximize programmatic impact and effective, efficient, and equitable outcomes. Given the 

broad eligible uses of funds and the specific needs of the jurisdiction, please also explain 

how the funds would support the communities, populations, or individuals in your 
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jurisdiction. Your description should address how you are promoting each of the following, 

to the extent they apply: 

The Watson Drain District specifically applies to letter e.   

a. Public Health (EC 1): As relevant, describe how funds are being used to respond 

to COVID-19 and the broader health impacts of COVID-19 and the COVID-19 

public health emergency. 

b. Negative Economic Impacts (EC 2): As relevant, describe how funds are being 

used to respond to negative economic impacts of the COVID-19 public health 

emergency, including to households and small businesses. 

c. Services to Disproportionately Impacted Communities (EC 3): As relevant, 

describe how funds are being used to provide services to communities 

disproportionately impacted by the COVID-19 public health emergency. 

d. Premium Pay (EC 4): As relevant, describe the approach, goals, and sectors or 

occupations served in any premium pay program. Describe how your approach 

prioritizes low-income workers. 

e. Water, sewer, and broadband infrastructure (EC 5): Describe the approach, 

goals, and types of projects being pursued, if pursuing. 

The Watson Drain District Project is needed to improve the storm water 
infrastructure, sewer infrastructure and provide improved public health and safety. 
The goal is to lower the water level in the Watson Drain District and therefore make 
homes safe.  Without this, the public health is in jeopardy. 
 
If Barry County Michigan ARPA funds are received, the Federal funds from the 
American Rescue Plan Act will be used to match the amount.    
 

f. Revenue Replacement (EC 6): Describe the loss in revenue due to the COVID-

19 public health emergency and how funds have been used to provide 

government services. 

 
Where appropriate, also include information on your jurisdiction's planned use of other 

federal recovery funds including other programs under the American Rescue Plan such as 

the Emergency Rental Assistance, Housing Assistance, and so forth, to provide broader 

context on the overall approach for pandemic recovery. 

A. Goals: Are there particular historically underserved, marginalized, or adversely 

affected groups that you intend to serve within your jurisdiction? 

 

B. Awareness: How equal and practical is the ability for residents or businesses to 
become aware of the services funded? 

C. Access and Distribution: Are there differences in levels of access to benefits and 

services across groups? Are there administrative requirements that result in 

disparities in ability to complete applications or meet eligibility criteria? 

D. Outcomes: Are intended outcomes focused on closing gaps, reaching universal 

levels of service, or disaggregating progress by race, ethnicity, and other equity 

dimensions where relevant for the policy objective? 

 

 

3. Community Engagement 

Please describe how your jurisdiction's proposed use of funds incorporates written, oral, 

and other forms of input that capture diverse feedback from constituents, community based 



 

 

organizations, and the communities themselves. Where relevant, this description must 

include how funds will build the capacity of community organizations to serve people with 

significant barriers to services, including people of color, people with low incomes, limited 

English proficient populations, and other traditionally underserved groups 

 

4. Labor Practices 

Describe workforce practices on any infrastructure projects being pursued (EC 5). How 

are projects using strong labor standards to promote effective and efficient delivery of high-

quality infrastructure projects while also supporting the economic recovery through strong 

employment opportunities for workers? For example, report whether any of the following 

practices are being utilized: project labor agreements, community benefits agreements, 

prevailing wage requirements, and local hiring. 

 

5. Use of Evidence 

Briefly describe the goals of the project, and the evidence base for the interventions to be 

funded.   Recipients must specifically identify the dollar amount of the total project 

spending that is allocated towards evidence based interventions for each project in the 

Public Health (EC 1), Negative Economic Impacts (EC 2), and Services to 

Disproportionately Impacted Communities (EC 3) Expenditure Categories. 21 

 
21 Of note, recipients are only required to report the amount of the total funds that are allocated to evidence-

based interventions in the areas of Public Health, Negative Economic Impacts, and Services to 

Disproportionately Impacted Communities that are marked by an asterisk in Appendix 1: Expenditure 

Categories. 

6. Table of Expenses by Expenditure Category 

Please include a table listing the amount of funds to be used in each Expenditure 

Category (See Appendix 1).  

 

Attachments  

Finances: 

• Prairieville Township’s current annual operating budget, including expenses and 

revenue. 

• Prairieville Township’s most recent annual financial statement   

• Prairieville Township cost for Watson Drain District 

• Notes from Day of Review 
 

Appendix 1: Expenditure Categories 

The Expenditure Categories (EC) listed below must be used to categorize each project 

as noted in Part 2 above. The term "Expenditure Category" refers to the detailed level 

(e.g., 1.1 COVID-10 Vaccination). When referred to at the summary level (e.g., EC 1) 

it includes all Expenditure Categories within that summary level. 

 

The areas the Watson Drain District addressed are 5.4 Combined sewer overflows, 5.5 

Other sewer infrastructure and 5.6 Stormwater.   These are highlighted on the chart. All 

requested money would be used in these areas.   



 

 

 

1: Public Health 

Vaccination A 

1.2 COVID-19 Testing A 

1.3 COVID-19 Contact Tracing 

1.4 Prevention in Congregate Settings (Nursing Homes, Prisons/Jails, Dense Work Sites, 

Schools, etc.)* 

1.5 Personal Protective Equipment 

1.6 Medical Expenses (including Alternative Care Facilities) 

1.7 Capital Investments or Physical Plant Changes to Public Facilities that respond to the 

COVID-19 public health emergency 

1.8 Other COVID-19 Public Health Expenses (including Communications, Enforcement, 

Isolation/Quarantine) 

1.9 Payroll Costs for Public Health, Safety, and Other Public Sector Staff Responding to 

COVID-19 

1.10 Mental Health Services* 

1.11 Substance Use Services* 

1.12 Other Public Health Services 

2: Negative Economic Impacts 

Programs* A 

2.2 Household Assistance: Rent, Mortgage, and Utility Aid* A 

2.3 Household Assistance: Cash Transfers* A 

2.4 Household Assistance: Internet Access Programs* A 

2.5 Household Assistance: Eviction Prevention* A 

2.6 Unemployment Benefits or Cash Assistance to Unemployed Workers* 

2.7 Job Training Assistance (e.g., Sectoral job-training, Subsidized Employment, 

Employment Supports or Incentives)* A 

2.8 Contributions to UI Trust Funds 

2.9 Small Business Economic Assistance (General)* A 

2.10 Aid to Nonprofit Organizations* 

2.11 Aid to Tourism, Travel, or Hospitality 

2.12 Aid to Other Impacted Industries 

2.13 Other Economic Support* A 

2.14 Rehiring Public Sector Staff 

3: Services to Disproportionately Impacted Communities 

 

3.2 Education Assistance: Aid to High-Poverty Districts A 

3.3 Education Assistance: Academic Services* A 

3.4 Education Assistance: Social, Emotional, and Mental Health Services* A 

3.5 Education Assistance: Other* A 

3.6 Healthy Childhood Environments: Child Care* A 

3.7 Healthy Childhood Environments: Home Visiting* A 

3.8  Healthy Childhood Environments: Services to Foster Youth or Families Involved in 
Child Welfare System* 



 

 

 

 
3.9 Healthy Childhood Environments: Other* A 

3. 10 Housing Support: Affordable Housing*  A 

3. 11 Housing Support: Services for Unhoused Persons* A 

3. 12 Housing Support: Other Housing Assistance* A  

3.13 Social Determinants of Health: Other* A 

3.14 Social Determinants of Health: Community Health Workers or Benefits Navigators* A 

3.15 Social Determinants of Health: Lead Remediation A 

3.16 Social Determinants of Health: Community Violence Interventions*   A 

4: Premium Pay 

Employees 

4.2 Private Sector: Grants to Other Employers 

5: lnfrastructure27 

Centralized Wastewater Treatment 

5.2 Clean Water: Centralized Wastewater Collection and Conveyance 

5.3 Clean Water: Decentralized Wastewater 

5.4 Clean Water: Combined Sewer Overflows 

5.5 Clean Water: Other Sewer Infrastructure 

5.6 Clean Water: Stormwater 

5.7 Clean Water: Energy Conservation 

5.8 Clean Water: Water Conservation 

5.9 Clean Water: Nonpoint Source 

5.10 Drinking water: Treatment 

5.11 Drinking water: Transmission & Distribution 

5.12 Drinking water: Transmission & Distribution: Lead Remediation 

5.13 Drinking water: Source 

5.14 Drinking water: Storage 

5.15 Drinking water: Other water infrastructure 

5.16 Broadband: "Last Mile" projects 

5.17 Broadband: Other projects 

6: Revenue Replacement 

Services 

7: Administrative 

Expenses 

7.2 Evaluation and Data Analysis 

7.3 Transfers to Other Units of Government 

7.4 Transfers to Non-entitlement Units (States and territories only) 

*Denotes areas where recipients must identify the amount of the total funds that are 

allocated to evidence-based interventions (see Use of Evidence section above for 

details) 

A Denotes areas where recipients must report on whether projects are primarily serving 

disadvantaged communities (see Project Demographic Distribution section above for 

details) 
  27 Definitions for water and sewer Expenditure Categories can be found in the EPA's handbooks. For "clean 

water" expenditure category definitions, please see: https://www.epa.gov/sites/production/files/2018-
03/documents/cwdefinitions.pdf. For "drinking water" expenditure category definitions, please see: 
https://www.epa.gov/dwsrf/drinking-water-state revolving-fund-national-information-management-
system-rerptso. 

http://www.epa.gov/sites/production/files/2018-03/documents/cwdefinitions.pdf
http://www.epa.gov/sites/production/files/2018-03/documents/cwdefinitions.pdf
http://www.epa.gov/sites/production/files/2018-03/documents/cwdefinitions.pdf
http://www.epa.gov/sites/production/files/2018-03/documents/cwdefinitions.pdf
http://www.epa.gov/dwsrf/drinking-water-state
http://www.epa.gov/dwsrf/drinking-water-state
http://www.epa.gov/dwsrf/drinking-water-state


 

 

Appendix 2: Evidenced-Based Intervention Additional 
Information 

 

What is evidence-based? 

For the purposes of the SLFRF, evidence-based refers to interventions with strong or 
moderate evidence as defined below: 

 

Strong evidence means the evidence base that can support causal conclusions for the 

specific program proposed by the applicant with the highest level of confidence. This 

consists of one or more well-designed and well-implemented experimental studies 

conducted on the proposed program with positive findings on one or more intended 

outcomes. 

 

Moderate evidence means that there is a reasonably developed evidence base that can 

support causal conclusions. The evidence base consists of one or more quasi-

experimental studies with positive findings on one or more intended outcomes OR two 

or more nonexperimental studies with positive findings on one or more intended 

outcomes. Examples of research that meet the standards include: well-designed and 

well-implemented quasi experimental studies that compare outcomes between the 

group receiving the intervention and a matched comparison group (i.e., a similar 

population that does not receive the intervention). 

 

Preliminary evidence means that the evidence base can support conclusions about the 

program's contribution to observed outcomes. The evidence base consists of at least one 

nonexperimental study. A study that demonstrates improvement in program 

beneficiaries over time on one or more intended outcomes OR an implementation 

(process evaluation) study used to learn and improve program operations would 

constitute preliminary evidence. Examples of research that meet the standards include: 

(1) outcome studies that track program beneficiaries through a service pipeline and 

measure beneficiaries' responses at the end of the program; and (2) pre- and post-test 

research that determines whether beneficiaries have improved on an intended outcome. 
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